Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 06086 301230Z 
ACTION SIL-01 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 
INR-10 LAB-04 NSAE-00 IO-13 OIC-02 DODE-OO PA-01 
ICA-11 SP-02 /075W 

017535 310620Z/10 

R 301132Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2319 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TUNIS 6086 

BRUSSELS FOR USEC/LABATT 

PARIS FOR LABATT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, ICFTU, TU 

SUB J : ICFTU DENIES EXISTENCE OF ACCORD WITH UGTT 

REF: TUNIS 5983 

1 . LE MONDE AUGUST 27-28 ISSUE CARRIED BRIEF NOTE THAT 
ICFTU HAS ISSUED STATEMENT REFUTING DECLARATION MADE BY 
UGTT SECRETARY-GENERAL TIJANI ABID (SEE REFTEL) CONCERNING 
EXISTENCE OF A CONFIDENTIAL ACCORD BETWEEN TWO 
ORGANIZATIONS. ACCORDING TO LE MONDE, ICFTU STATED ABID'S 
REMARKS ARE "WITHOUT FOUNDATON." ICFTU REJOINDER HAS NOT 
BEEN REPORTED IN TUNISIAN PRESS. 

2. CONCERNING ICFTU INTEREST IN TUNISIAN POLITICS, 

EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT SECRETARY GENERAL OTTO KERSTEN 
STILL PLANS TO TESTIFY ON ACHOU'S BEHALF WHEN AND IF HE 
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IS BROUGHT TO TRIAL. IN ADDITION, WE UNDERSTAND IRVING 
BROWN, AFL-CIO REPRESENTATIVE IN EUROPE, ALSO PLANS TO 
TESTIFY. 

KING 
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